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THE NEWS THIS MORNING,

ForrioN.—Revernl of the Irish assassina were
Adeutified in oourt ; disclosures of a startling ohar-
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scter  were  made. The eriss in
Franee 18 still pending ; the debate on the
guestion of expelhng members of recent

reigning familles has been fixed for Monday,
Mesars. Davitt, Healy and Quinn have been {n-
formed that unless they furnish bail within a week
thoy will bs seut to jail. A steamstup hus
been wrecked near Swansea; the crew perished.

CoNGRESS.—In the Senate yesterday a nutber of
petitions and memorials were presented, The Tanfi
bill was further idered. The of
the Honse was aevoted to general debate on the
Tarift bill.

Domestic—In the Colorado Legislature yester-
day Thomas M. Bowen was elected United States
Benutor for the long term and H. A, W. Taber for
the short term. The Marquis of Lorne visited
the Senate, Delia Gilbers was beid for trial in
Biratford, Conn., tor the munder of her sister,
Phmbe Brush. One man was killed and sev-
eral wonuded by arailroad accident near Wabash,
Ind. Aaron Clowan, engineor of the KEast
Trenton Pottery, was fatally injured by an ex-
plosion of the boiler, The deficit in the ac-
counts of Treasarer Polk, of Tenncssce, amounts to
$292,427 25, ——= Horatio Fowks, of Kiugston, N,
Y., bas beeu missing for a week,

City axD BuBURBAN.—Further testimony in re-
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gard to the BState prisons was beard yes-
terday by the Asseubly Committes.

Au  explosion of  gas occurred  in
a manhole at Broasdway and Maiden-lave
= Notices were sent by Inspector E:ter-
brook to the proprictors of the Astor
House snd other hotelss =—— Arguaments

were heard on the question of restraining the tran.-
fer of Western Unton stock. John stewart,
the forger who defrauded a bank at Dullus, Texas,
attempted to commit suicide, A fight, after a
pervants’ ball in Irvinz Hall, ended in the fatal
stabbing o1 oue of the sarticipants, Charges
of heresy are to be preferred agalost the Rev. R.
Heber Newton. Gold value of the legal-tender
silver dollar (412 graina), 84,11 ocenta
Btocks generally were dunll, but with interesting
fluctuations, and at the end were steady.

1HE WEATHER —TRIBUNE local observations indi-
cate fair or olear and warmer weather, preceded by
oloudy weather and light rain. Temperature yes-
terday: Highest, 349; lowest, 27° average, 319.°.

lesson taught by the story of Edward Fino as
told in our loeul columns to-day. Not only
was the quarrel into which he fell on his way
howe from the ball due to drink, but the poor
fellow was 8o much under the influence of
liquor that he did not know until too late that
he had been stabbed. The moral of this is so
familiar that it Is nnneeessaty to draw it,

The desperate struggle of the forger John
Btewast to take his own life in the
Desbrosses-st, ferry-honse, is another proof
that it often requires more coursge to
Hive than to die. This man had spent
many years of his life in prison, and the
chances wore that he would end his days
within stone walls, Apparently the knowledge
that his erimes deserved punishment (intend.d
to reformm him) did not soiten the prospect,

——e

When Mr. Converse, of Ohio, reflects upon
the matter coolly, he may be inclined to won-
der If a “general debate” on a dangerous
measure is a goed thing, or at least it it 1s not
wise to avoid taking part in it, The speeel
which he made yesterday in the House to
sustain his belief in the.constitutional power
of Congress to pass protective luws, was ex-
eellent, but it is heavy odds to emull oues that
it setiled his chunces as u compromise cundi-
date for the Speakership of the next House,

It is to be hoped that the fears of the teach-
ers in our public schools that their salarics
may be cut down, will not be realized. A re-
duction of their wages can hardly be intended
by the Commissioners, who have recently in-
ereased by $1,600 the amount paid to the
head of that exceilent institution, the Normal
College. The Board of Education may be
troubled to make both ends meet this year
with the present appropriation, but the saving
shouid not be at the expense of the teachers,
They work hard sud are not overpaid,

el —

The charges against the management of our
Btate Prisons, made before the Asscmbly Com-
mittee now in this city, grow moie appalling
from day to day. If the ex-couvicts and some of
the ex-keepers can be believed,the prisoners are
driven to insanity, death and suicideat a fearful
rate, and the tortures of the Spanish Inquisi-
tion were frivolous compared with those endured
by the poor wretches at Bing Sing and Clinton,
Th e acousations are so dreadful that it is im-

1o aceept them without the greatest al-
We are not yetready to believe that
suthorities of the prisons are fiends in bu-

look sharply and see that no disappointed polte
tigian is furnishing the bitterness wihich (he
witnesses give utterance fo,

It has been apparent for some Himn that the
Rev. R. Heber Newton, of Al Sounls’ (Anthoen
Memorial) Churel, was the likeliest candl-
dute for ecclosinstionl wmartynlom now within
the pale of the Epissopsl Chureh, Charges
of violating his ordination yowa ave soon to
be preferved against him, based on bis rocent
sermons on the Bible, They are only delayed
until these discoursss are more nccessiblo
throngh publication, Tt will be futeresting to
see low strong a case of lieresy ean be made out
against Mr, Newton. Most of the necnaations
which, judging from (he sermons, must be
made against him have already been preferred
against supposed offenders in the Church of
England, and were not sustained, A persecu-
ton will only be likely to add to this
pastor’s popularity, Mr. Newton may bo a
heretie 8o far ns his views go, but still per-
haps he might be tolerated in the Eplscopal
thurch so long as the Rev, Edward Cowley,
of the Shepherd’s Fold notoriety, is allowed to
remain in ite ministry. Mr. Newton has not
yet passed a year in the penitentiary.

————

Street explosions have ceased to be funny.
The one which occurred at Fulton and Nassan
sta, on Friday has now been followed by an-
other, more serions, at Broadway and Maiden-
lane. Noone was killed, but several persons
have been sériously injured. Probably there
are not two points in the city where the crowds
are greater during the day than at the places
where the accidents occurred, It fs indeed
wonderful that the consequences of theso ex-
plosions were mnot more serious. Bat,
plaioly, something must be done to make
the streets safe, If the managers of the
American Steam Heating and Power Company
and the Gaslight Company cannot arrange
their pipes and tho other adjuncts of their
systems eo that accidents of this kind can bo
prevented, some steps must be taken to stop
their work altogether, The discomfort of torn-

‘up streets can be endured, but the pavements,

when they are down flnally, mmust be safe for
the residents of this great ciry to walk upon.
The trouble in these last two Instances
seems to be that a man-hole of the
Sieam Heating Company was fllled by gas
from theleaking pipes of the Mutual Gaslight
Company, and when it was renched by tlame
the explosion came off, The companies can
decide who is responsible for the accident na
they please; but it is the plain duty of the
authorities to see to"it quickly that the hves
of our citizens are no longer endangered in
this way. If npothing else can be done the
man-holes can be filled up and the steam
turned ofl.

WORK FOR THE LILGISLATURE.

Beneficial legislation for this city is hardly to
be expected of the present Legislatore. The
only city measures that have yet received atten-
tion at Albany have been such as will increase
expenditures or relieve persons who have vio-
lated a law from its penulties. Time scems to
hang heavily on the hands of some of the mem-
bers, however, and 1f u reform meansure conld
be devised which would not interferc with
their patronage they might be induced to give
it some attention, Whether or not a bill to
change the laws in regard to the special and
trust accounts of the city would prove to be
such a measure is questionnble, The present
gyatem of managing such accounts ouglt,
however, to be changed.

Prior to 1864 all stocks and bonds were is-
gned by aunthority of the Common Conncil or
Buard of Supervisors under acts of the Legisla-
ture paxsed upon the application of the corpo-
rate authorities. It beceme the practice of the
members of thosv bodies to bargain for ap-
pointments and make other demuunds before
authorizing the issne of pecessary stocks to
coutinue public 1mprovements, and that led to
achunge inthe law. Auttority was obtained
for the Coutroller to issue stocks and bonds
upon the requisition of department heads.
This change opened the door to the enormons
frands under the Tweed régime, The great in-
erense in the debt of the eity was due to the in-
discrimionte manner in which the debt-con-
tructing power was exercised at that time, The
Board of Estimate and Apportionment was
devised to take the place of the Common Conn-
cil 1o suthorizing the issue of bonds aud
in the contrel of the city expenditures. It has
proved a great improvement over forimet moth-
ods, but complete control has never been given
toit.

Some of the laws pussed durlng Tweed's
days, giving aiscretionary powers to department
heads in the matter of expenditures, are still in
torce, and these give rise to the special nnd
trust accounts already referred to. The
heads of some of the departments can of
their own motion proceed with undertakinga in
the name and on belinlf of the city, which will
compel the issne of the city bunds it may be to
an unlimited amount, The anuual budget of the
Board ot Estimate and Apportionment does not
by any mesns include all the city expenditires
for the year. That Board mule an appropria-
tion of $2,497,200 for the Department of Pub-
lic Works for the present [year. Asn matter of
fact the expenditures of the department may be
flouble that sum under existing laws. lo ad-
dition te the appropriation last year bouds were
issued to the amountof $1,010,000 for the
Croton Water Fund, and to the amount of
§2,000,000 for other purposes, Donds for
#$057.000 were issucd for the expenses of the
Dock Department, und other issues were made
tor expenditures clsewhere,

It is manpdatory upon the Board of Estimale
and Apportionment to issue these bonds when-
ever requisition 18 made by the departient
heads, Why shouald not the estimutes for these
expenditures be made ont in detail and sub-
mitted to the Bomrd of ‘Estimate and Appor-
tisnment for its approval bofore any lability is
incurred, the eame a8 for other department ex-
pensca§  Publicity and open discassion are the
great safeguards of houest government, Why
should the Commissionur of Pulilic Works, for
instance, be allowed to expend §1,000,000 a
year in any way be may plense, 8o long as Le
technically keeps within the law which requires
this fund to be used lor the purpose of 1ncress-
ing the water pupply 7 And why should the
expenditures of the Dock Department be
charged to the city debt and limited only by
the discretion of the heads of the department 7
The result of this system was shown in the de-
faleations uncovered in that department in
18591, In referring to this subject, Mayor
Grace said in one ot his messages: * The Dock
“ Department hes conducted the most impor-
“tant transactions slmost entirely  without
“record, It has expended over $7,000,000
“construction and  general repairs without
4 keeping any books toshow the details ot
“cost.” The whole malter was investigated by
a commitoee of the Assembly, but for some un-
kuown reason its repurt was suppressed. why
the Tammany statesman who was at the head
of that committee suppressed the report has been
made the subject of an inquiry by & committee
of the present Assembly at Albany, Had the de-
partment been nnder the eontrol of the Board
ot Estimate and Apportionment aod required

shape, The committes will do well to

e

to mako out estimates in detail it conld not
well biuve done business in such a loose manner,

The separate treasary of the Police Depart-
went ahonld be abolished. The contracting
power ought ot to  be the auditing and paying
power in any branch of the Government.
Thero 1a np uniformity o the present manage-
ment of the ity expenditures. While one depart-
mant cannot spend a dollar without an appropri-
atlon, another ous can spend millions. The
Board of Estimate and Apportionment should
lLiave the entire control of the expenditures. A
public body is always a safer ropository of
power than a single individual who acts in pri-
vale,

WISE VIEWS 0N TEMPERANCE.

The current number of The Christian Union
contains a symposium on the Temperance ques-
tion which deserves the careful attention of all
students of that intricate problem. The editor
sent out requests several weeks ago to a sccre
of representative men, asking them fo suggest
practical mensures for reducing the present
evils of drunkennessand lguor-sclling, Re-
plies are published from Mr. Whittier, the Rev.
Drs. H. C. Potter and William . Taylor, of
this city, and I, W, Thomas, of Chicago; ex-
Governor Long, the Hon. Willlam B, Wash-
burn, J. Max Hark and P, T.Barpnm, The
most striking thing about the replies Is the en-
tire nnanimity of the eight writers concerning
the merits of prohibition as a remedy. Every
one of them I8 opposed to it, The Editor says
that in addition to the lettera publisted he re-
ceived others in which the writers said that
their viows wereso far out of barmeny with
those of the temperance ,leaders that they did
not care to publisht them at present, lest they
should provoke to controversy rather than to
good works, Thus it is made apparent that
nearly or qnite all of the representative men
whose views were sought are agreed that the
surest way for the advocates of {emperunce to
advance thelr caunse is to confine themselves
to tomperats methods and measures,

The elght replies published could all have
been summed up in one, s0 far as unanimity on
the fuw main points is concerned, and signed
asa common declaration of belief. All the
writers agree that intemperance is a great evil ;
that Itis impossible to suppress it at once by
decree ; that it is nseless to pass laws which are
in advance of public sentiment j that so long as
the present restrictive laws aro not enforced, it
is folly to think of passing more stringent or
prohibitory ones; and that the present duty of
all temperance advocates is to unite and create
a public sentiment strong enough te sustain
the present enactments snd thos prepare the
way for otiers more stringent, The strevgth
of this position is undeniable. It is suatmned
by all the writers with earnest and couvincing
arguments, which, in noarly all ins*ances, are
aocompanied by practieal suggestions. It is
evident that all the writers have heen more or
less influsneed by the part which the prohibi-
tion question plaved in the elections of lust fall.

Mr. Whittier admits frankly that those elec-
tions comvineed him that “a great work ol
morsl sussion and personal example must be
done Lefore luw can be made nvailable”  He
had previously thought that the “dre adlul evil
of intemperance might be cheeked anid flunlly
abnlished by legislative netion,” but lie is con-
vineed now that the eduestion of the moral
soatiment must precede legislation. Dr, Potter
finds encouragement in the inecreasing sym-
pathy of the twe wings ot temperance reform-
ers—the ndvocates of prohibition and the ad-
vocates of license, lle thinks the present
drift of the temperance movement ia toward a
combined eftort of all ita advocates in the di-
rection of s wise restriction, “aund in this,” he
adds, % T can but think lics its streugth.”

Dr. Thomas, writing in  Chicago, in a State
which has just emerged from a probibitory
amendment struggle, has the courage to say :
# | cannot feel that forcible prohibition is right
“us a principlo; and [ am quite sure it would
# fail as o practical wethod.” Dr, Tuylor suys:
“ [t iaidle totalk of prohibition—which is the
“ytmost form of restriction—when we cannot
“have the measure of restriction now on the
“ptatute book carried out,”  Thess are the
views of men profoundly intercsted in the sub-
jeet, and whose sincerity cannot be questioned.,
It {8 of good omen to the canse of geouine tem-
perance that such men are coming forwnrd and
taking the relus of leadership. The fanatics
have had too much power heretofore, and have
snceeeded in retarding rather than forswarding
the movement, They lhave rejected in behnlf
of the cause all offers of assistance which bave
been made by men or orgaunizations not cowm-
mitted to absolute prolibition, and have helped
to give success to the open ensmies of temper-
ance rather than juin hands with the advocates
of restriction. 'The unwisdom of this policy
was clearly shown 1o the elections of last full,
and it Is most encourugivg to see that the
warning is not to pass unhesded.

JOSTICE TO THE INDIANS,

Daniel Graham, a Santee Sionx Indian, made
an application last August to enter a quarter
section of land in Nebraska and take out a
patent therefor. The application was refused by
tlie Commissioner of the General Land Offlee,
Daniel Graham's was o test case on which im-
portant claims rested, The facts are brictly us
follows: 1

In 1869 a portion of the Santee Sioux with-
drew from their tribs {or the purpose of tuking
up farms under the Patent nct. These men
were among those who had sold the lurge body
of land which now forms the beat part ol
Minnesota for six cents an acre ; they had also
been foreed to sella strip of Jand on the Min-
nesctn River for o sum which would have
brought in about £1,000 to each family,
Neither of these sums had been paid to them,
The trexty of 1568 offered to insure to each
Santee Stonx who should adopt civilized modes
of life, and who should prove lns ability 1o farm
tland, a petent for his land, sueh as wonld be
grunted to any white settler, on application.
The Sioux, however, who wecepted this offer
and resolved tolead o civilized life, was re-
quired on oath to rezign all elalm on the Gov-
ernment for the money due to him,  In other
words, as Dr. Williamson stated the case,
“ tlhiese men purchase citizenship ot o very groat
price. These natives ol the country are re-
quired to buy nt p cost of several thousands of
dollura that whieh Is given without money or
price to every immigrant from Asin, Europe or
Africa”

The Santee Sioux so engerly desired civiliza-
tina that they resolved to make this sacrifice.
They resigned their claims, opened farms in an
unbroken wilderness, with neither monoy,
horsea nor ploughs, bresking the ground
with their hoes. “They stood as a defence
for five years between the whitea and the
wild Sioux,”" says tho missionary *it s
owing to them that not a drop of white
blood was sheld,” This was in 1869. For
fourteen years they have persevered, They
have proved themselves skilful and successful
faurmers. They have built comfortable houses,
schools and churches, and live happily and
pencefully together, They have made them-
selves what it 1s the professed aim of the
(overnment to make every Indian it self-sup-

porting produgers, olvilized Christlans, Yet

the patents which were solemnly promised to
them as soon as thelr ground was under culti-
vation, and for which they paid so enormous &
price, have been refused to them until the
present time, Every one of these men has
worked his ground during these fifteen
years knowing that he could De driven
out withont a day’s warning ab the whim of
the agent or an official at Washington.

This is the patent for which Daniel Graham
applied and which was twice refused. Gra-
ham appealed to Secretary Teller, The Secre-
tary hus reversed the decigion of the Commis-
sioner of the Land Office and ordered Gra-
ham's patent to be issued, Every Sioux who
has cultivated his ground under the conditions
of the treaty of 1869 is by this decision en-
titled to a patent for if. It is pleasant to re-
cord such an act of justice, however taxdy.

e ————

HATS OFF.

A member of the Connecticut Legislatnre has
introduced iu that budy a bill requiring that
every clector shall remove his hat when he de-
posits his vote in the ballot-box, I'recisely
what motive actuated the mover of this bill does
not appear. He not baving explained it, 1t is
open to conjecturo. Possibly the purpose of
the Connecticut law-giver may be to clothe the
serious business done at the ballot-box with a
golemnity suited to its high responsibilities.
1t may be that hie takes the proper view that the
act of voting, being an exercise of the hizhest
privilege known tocivilized man, to-wit, that of
selecting his own rulers and making his own
Iaws, slhounld be entered upon with dignity and
discharged with a degree of formality and cere-
mony commensurate with its importance, It 8
fair to presume that the anthor of the bill had
this in mind in introducing the measure, and it
is easy to see that the proposition is based
upon the highest ideal of a pure democracy and
the most elevated conception of the worth of
citizenship, He hae discerned the fact that the
citizen at the ballot-box stands in the presence
of Lis sovercign, that His Mujosty The People is
represented there before him in the most con-
erete form attainable, and that it is only de-
corous and proper to stand uncovered in so
AURURL & presence,

Perhaps, too, he imagines that the average
voter will recognizo the fact that when Le un-
covers to the Majeaty of the People he some-
hew, In a faint, vague way, does fractional hom-
age to bimself. And itissafe tosay in a gen-
eral sense thut no one revolts from eontributing
to his own self-worship, Oar Conaecticnt legisln-
tor has accordinglv—il our presumption is sate—
the assurance that the ordinary voter is not un-
willing to take his bat oft to himself ; that he
will not kick if ordered to uncover in an act of
adoration of which he is in part saint and alto-
gether worshipper. There remains, however,
the question whether the voter in a pire denoce-
racy, whose greatest Joy is not so much in the
abstract iden of the spvercvignty of the people
anin the conerete notion that he can go as be
pleases without dictation, will enlly submit
to the direction of any body of law-mukers
which contravenea bis right under the Consti-
tution to cast his vole covered or nneovered,
clad or unclad, o he comes to the polls without
oflending decency or violating law, It will not
he dispnted thatit would greatly wdd to the dig-
nity of the elective franchiso it every voter
ghonld, without any requirement of law, but
simply trom lus own segee ¢f propriety, coma
uncovered to tho exercise of Lis highest and
most sacred right as a cltizen in o republie, It
ia pot improbable that such a practice would,
to n degree, tend to purify politics by attaching
to the functions of citizenship a certain cere-
monial and formality that would actually in-
dues thoughtfulpess and reflection on the part
of the voter and compel him to think seriously
about it.

We are very much disposed to a favorable
consideration of the motives of the Connecti-
ecnt legialator. Butafter all, the fact remains
that our National and State constitutions have
erected an lusuperable bar to such leglsin-
tion. The eltzen eoan no more be required to
uncover ot the ballot-box than Le can be to
coms inn dress-coat 1o deposit his vote, The
Hebrew performs his higlest acta of worship
covered, and the Quaker is bound by his creed
to do no deterence to soverelgn or mortal man
by uncovering. The spitit of the projosed law,
if not ita letter, would practienlly disfranchise
both these classes, There is no stutute lnw
that we know of requiring court witnesses or
gpectators to be uncovered, But In conrt, a8 in
logislntive bodies, it 1a the nnwritten law of
custom und precedent, “ Hata oft” would be a
good rule at the polls, but it can only be estab-
lished by the wholesome efteet of good exam-
ple and persistent practice, and not by positive
|uw.

d NATIONAL EVIEL

During this week the students in almost every
schiool and eollege in the conntry have been
busy with their semi-aonual examinations. A
very simple aod commendable thing upon the
sirfaco. The boy or girl is examined upon the
text-books which he or she has studied during
the last five months, In June there will be
another examination, and if both are satisfac-
tory the student passes into a higher class,
Within the last five years, however, parents
bave begun to suspect that there is something
inherently defective In the system of educa-
gion and the Inexorable examinations and
s pogsings ' to which their children aro sub-
jected, Tne Trinuns and other journals have
tried to ronse them to a consclousness of his
defect, and if what wo say on the subjeet now
seemn only a hackneyed repetition it is
bpeanse the errora and  their consequences
are still unaltered, whilo the danger to the
children inerepses with overy day. What is
the watter 1 Let us see.

Tho range of study roquired of the child of
well-to-do parents fifty years ago was com-
paratively small, and was mustered lefsurely
and with ense, It comprised a kuowledze of
the classies, of French, of English and Amerd-
can history, of geography, a rudimentary study
of algebra and geometry, and n very scanty
measnro of scionce, Every year in that half
century has immonsurably widened the scope
of cach of thess branches of knowledge, whilo
the braius of boys are no stronger nor lnrger,
Let any parent who has children to educate
make, for example, an estimate of the ndvance
which has been made in the sclences alone,
and *he hard, faithful, unflagging amount of
study required of the student who would thor-
onghly master even gne of them, Not only
has discovery inecrea ha amonnt of knowl-
edgo opon to us on ewyy sule, but the na-
tions of the world have been brought elose
together, and hints of thelr philosophy,
thoughts and inventious press upon us in
every morning'a newspaper and published
work, nnd insult our ignorance. Now the
mistake of the American system of education
ia that it mealsts that every lad, no mat-

ter what his natural capacity, no malter
what his intended prolession or busl-
ness, shall master each and all of

theso branchos of knowledge. The well-edu-
cated boy must hoave stodied the classics; mod-
ern languages, the sclences, the higher mathe-

matics, bistory, philosophy, religlous aystems,
{W ogy, metaphysics, art and musio. We

or
colloge, but lat any father take his boy's st
for this year and see the work lald out for
him, He, the father, at mature age, gives his
mind to only one pursnit in life if he means
to suceeed, IHe is a tradesman, an author, a
lawyer, a chemist or a mathematician ; he finds
one line of study snfficient for his brain. But
his son or daughter is expected to crowd into
an immature brain the rudiments of a dozen
mental crafts, Of course, nothing eould be
mors deairable than that each of onr children
ghould thus become an Admirable Crichton;
there are only two difficulties in the way—the
time given for the cramming of thelr brains,
and the capacity of the brains themselves, It
is a physical impossibility to make a lad thor-
oughly acquainted with any of thess enormous
fields of knowledge in the time allotted for his
education. Hence, the present expedient of
cramming him with the condensed rudiments
of all.

We have beforn us, for example, a General
History, used in one of the first colleges in the
country, in which the reigus of ten English sov-
ereigns, with dates and principal events, are
condensed into s single page ; and a Lesson in
an Introduction to the Natural Sciences (in-
tended for girls of twelve) containing twenty
laws of primal importance withont a lize of
explanation. What real knowledge or love of
the subject can any child or young man have
after this unnatural cramming? But the ex-
aminations on which they are “to pass” do
not test their real love or knowledge of any
subject, but only thelr acquaintance with the
words of the text-books. Education, in brief,
is reduced to a huge task of memorizing, The
preparatory schools are forced to fall into the
same system. Here and there o teacher or
achool or college has protested. But It has
been swept into the current, The ambition of
our institutions of learning is not to inspire
all of their students, no matter what thelr nat-
ural capacity, with a zeal for learning, to
ground thom thoroughly in those studies
which will be necessary to them through life,
but to be known as “having the highest stand-
ard"; that is, to make the requiremants of study
in their four yeara' conrae so diffienlt that only
the phenomenal boy can satisfy them.
“There is no place for lame ducks in my
classes,” said an eminent teacher lately.

Now what 13 the effect of this system 1 The
boy who passes throngh it successsfully
choosea a minglo line of stady with which to
enrn his living, and adlieres to that, and the
great mass of undigestod facts drop out of his
brain, For one such successful student there
are o hundred who are thrown back, from
their inability to perform a task which was
unjustly and cruelly made too hard for them.
They may not imitate the poor lad in Phila-
delphia lust week, who, after ycars of successive
faflures, took laudanum and ended it all; but
thoy are discournged for life, amd written
down as dunces, when it is not they who are
to blame, but the inexorable system which
has ground the vitality out of their brains:
Reform in this matter will not come from
schools or teachers, becanse their ambition
ranges iteelf on the side of the error. But
parents are beginning to look into the matter
here in Now-York and elsewhere, It is their
duty to do it. A man may not know much
about text-books, but he does understund his
¢hld's brain and body and how wmuch forcing
they will endure,

SCIENTIFIC INQUISITIVENESS,

There ia something bold and progressive In the
term soientiflo investigation which inspires the av-
crage maw to roll it under hLis tongue as o aweol
morsal, It was undoubtedly the litea of advanciog
the cause of ecience which induced the Canadian
medical studeuts to devote thewaslvea to body-
saatehime and afterward to parade the streets
brandlshing arm and thugh bones. It was this spirit
which recently oaused @ zealous physician to begin
callod & post-mortem  exauination

whnt WwWia
befors breath had left the sub-
Jeot's  body. The same undus curlosity

caused the capture of the young person now exhib-
ited in London ns the “missing luk.” The *link™
led w pesceful oxisteuce upon i sunny iale in snum-
mer sons, probably biving from day te day on the
nutritivus cocoanut eraeked on the heads of other
“ ks, " with baked wmissionary on Sunday, happy
undisturbed, nutil the (English  show-
appeared, The latter accused  the
“link” of possessing the *rudlmentsa of
s  tml” This the “linkg” belug wowe-
quainted with the Eugllsh langusge aud the Dar-
wintan theory, was uaable to deny, The showman
also perosived in the “link” an Esanu-like preva-
lence of hair, tn which the unsospectivg ' lnk ™ took
considerablo pride. The result was that the
wiretohed *link"” was suddenly dragged away from
tho cucoanut, the missiouary and she other *links,"
aod now in & state of captivity is made a vulgar
show. All this on acconnt ¢f the alleged ™ rudi-
wents of & tail” wod maoh bairiness, The other
pativeshave prumplly betaken thewselves to razors
and trousers, bot the * hok” pines in London on ac-
count of a sclsntific theory,

I'berw is & case nearer at hand, however, which
illustrates aven more forcibly that scientitde In-
quisitiveness may go a8 far as a Chicago or St
Louis reporter, A man i Port Jervis, N, Y., in
December lust wns caught between two cars and
was taken home ln & helpless condition, appurently
paralyzed from the waist down. Ie wus also
laboring under the weight of twe nidditional mis-
fortunes, lie bad taken ont several accident in-
suranco polictes, and he issaid to have bad an un-
favorable reputation. For both he did ample
pennnea. He wus hold to be shamming, and seien-
tifio investigation was set at work. *‘Needles were
thruat to the bone in bis limbs and deep incisions
weore made with lances. He submitted to these
tosts twenty aight diflerent times without evinecing
the slightest physical pain.” The sctentitic tuvesti-
gitors, not baing satistisd, wished to admiuvister an-
st hoties, #o that the control uf the nerves might Lo
destroyed, bus the subject refussd his consent. At
this poiut, ous doector, whose curiosity was suted,
withdrew, belioving tho man's lower oxtremities to
be really puralyzed and withont feeling,
s couclusion  that  appears  bighly  rea-
gonable, Butmore inguismtive scientists arrived in
the interests of the insurance company, They ap-
plied a powerful vurrent from a galvaole battery.
There were two results, *» shight upward motiou of
one big toe” sod “the burning of the tleah deeply™
by & portion of the wire which was unocovered.
A “bottle of boiling water” and a piece of
fco wers then passed up and down the pa-
tient’s legs, bnt ha said that ha folt no sen-
satlon of hieat or cold, * For the next test the doc-
tor took n pair of sharp-pointed dividers or calipers
and, spreading them apart, thrust one point in the
subjoct’s leg and made a deep clrole in the tlesh
with tim other. This was donsin several places.
T'he pationt did oot wines under the test.” The
soientiflo investigntors declined to say whil they
thought of the reault. Noither are the thoughts of
the putient chronloled.

It ia to be regrottod that the doctors said nothing,
becanso 1t would be pleasant to know that scientifio
curiosity was for ence fully satisfied, Probably
this will not ocour, however, until the man's lower
extremities lnve Deen crematod in a blust
furnace, or run through a stamp mill, As
for the pationt, his enthusinsm over ®eci-
dent insuranoe polloles hne undoubtedly waterially
subaided. Bolentitioally it was a very luteresting
case. But ifthis tharst for solentifio Inquiry in-
arensos, no oitizen oan bo sure when he is safe, 1t
bo wears & flowing beard he may be seizad upon as
the * mussing link,” and utilized to point the moral
of o soiontiflo looturer, 1f he falls atok his enthusi-
aatlo physiolan may see 0t to 1ilustrate in his ocane
tho affects of new medicines, while if he moets with
an acoldent the treatment thab awsits Lim undes

and
man

PERSONAL,
It ia sard that the death of Mr. Critchett, the

eminent Engliah ocul
for m grave mistake ml:&n‘b'nln ﬂo::tﬂlon.

The Hon, Charles W. Stone, the
Lirutenant-Governor of Pennsylvania, wl:m
wesk nted by ths State Renate
Bome gu wawh{ml chain, valued nm#hn? w

The presidency of the Natfonal Rifle Assoelation
bas been offered to General Grant, but he has dee

clined it on the ground that his time 18 now so muoly
occupied that it be i
tel!d':,o the :m«wn? the mm.nm o |

On Tuesday next the Buckingham, England,
Liberal Association will celobrate by an elaborate
banquet the jubiles of Sir H Vernay, who
elected to Parli ¢
ottt Furlamenttor Bucksghas 1504

Governor Foster, of Olilo, gave his first offivial re.
coptlon 5(;1' tho scason last Wednesday evening, and g
most brillian tis h
AR

& 0 on an
iy upreme Court, ac marshal

Miss Emma Wixom, ctherwise Mile, Nevada, thig
year recelves $1,000 per month for singing ig
opera in Parls, Next year her coutract calls fog
$1,100 per month, and In the following year §1,200

r month, Bf the e tion of her present oon<

e O cotans. Then she Will come Doos'
'omique, she will come o
America, mgm S0116 mMOre, "

Writes the Paris correspondent of Life (London) §
“ Mina Lilian Nordica, the American prima donna, v i
made ber appearaunce as Ophelia in * Hamlet ’ st the Y
Grand Opers the other mght., French eritlos com.
plain of her strong American sccent, and stight!
gttunl volee ; on the other hand, they admit

r arms and bands are above reproach, and t
her eyes, teath and smile are not uninteresting !

Mr. Alexander Doyle s rapldly bringing to eoms
plotion in bis New-Orleans studio the model of
bis statue of General Robert E. Lee for the Leo
Monnment Assoclation of that eity, the model la ’
fifteon fest bigh and contains about five tons of
olay. It will be cast in bronze in some Northera
foundry, It repreacnts the Confederate clleftain
dressed in his familiar aniform sud cavalry
standing with folded arms, sud a sad, steru expres.
sion resiing upon his fuce,

Johann Stranss, the Walzer-Kinig of the
Viennese, having divoread his second wife, ls about
to wed @ third, Bhe is s young and beautiful
Jowish widow, Strauss Ly naws, so that she will
1ot have to sacrifice a cognomen at the altar of
Hymen. Instead, however, she will sacrifics heg
religion, Afrer s houeymoou at Nice the happ
pair will return to Vienoa, and Here Johaun will
roalize the dresm of his lifo by becoming manages
of the Kurl Theatre,

Chief Justice Cartter, of the District of Columbia,
it in said, was looking at some tables and desks i 4
Washington furniture stors, recently, when ha
noticed the possibility of makivga great improve-
ment o covering tables, Calling for & board and

jeoe of oloth, he explained td the propristor his
Ehwl on the snbject, und rhen went his way, thinks
ing nothing more ot it, Sivce then Le has wscer-
tained that his saggeations bave been put to use,
and that thare is now pending an application for &
patent based thereon.

Another story about Senator David Davis anda
reporter. The latter nad called on the Judge to aslg
for information of such anature that the very
quostion was an dnsult to & man of Mr. Davis's chars
scter, Looking calmly at him, and slightly bracing
himself 1n his ohatr, the Judge askod his iuterlocus
tor to step to the window and look down. He did
“ How far is 1t tothe bottom!” * Aboul

feet,” ' Well, sir,” said Judge Davis,
sternly, ' do you know what 1 oughbt to da
with you?! lought to take you, air, aud drop you,
out af that window, sir, for your '[tu?udsnu m aske
ing such a question, Good day, sir.”

Brruty, Jan, 27.—~Herr Carl yon Elsendescher, tha
newly appointed German representative at Washe
ington, hus Tm to Bremen and will sall vu Sanday,
for New-York, ]
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GENERAL NOTES.

Whether the noticeable decline in the Enge
1ish excise revenus indicates reformation or poverty 18 &
watter of doubt.

King John, of Abyssinia, has lost his throne,
though be retaine his kKingdom. Tnie apparent parsdox
weans that & band of rascally Bedouns have stolen i
braund new throne mads to order for tae King, rogards |
loas of expenss, Ly an Englian firm at Aden, sad las 1
trusted to s earavan for safe couveyancs sad deilveryy

I'be robbers at'acked tbo caravan just outside of

and not only got Away with the thioue, bat slso u‘n‘ig
off six hundred decorations of the Abyssinisn Ord

of tho Seal of Solomon.

A Japanese newspaper states that acoordin
to # recsnt eensua there ure in the Empire of Japan 11
nawspapers, one of whioh bas & elroulation of 189,009 |
dally. The lawa require that the publisher be Japanesey |
and that the ohlef oditer be held pecuniarily respons ]
sivle for slanderous publications. After Bim the wri
1s respousible. The odior's name must be pu
and the name of the writer of each nrticle maet by
signed toit. Failure to announce by usme the persod
aataally reapousible renders the journal Hable to be supe |
preased, and thers are also peaalties for sgning wroog
or flotitious names to articles. Vory sevore punishmenty
are provided for any Inddguity put uponthe laws of tha
realm or the machinery for thelr enfores ment. There 1§
alao suld to be a provislon of law requiriug newspa
to publish ail eommunications wldre to them.

1
t be galllug to & Japansse editor to be obliged 1
;:'r'::; |m1‘:gu.n’! lotters ’l't.tlm subscribers ordering N:

to ' stop my paper.”

Bome time ago an eccentrie Englishman
named Whinfield dled leaving in trust the sum of 42,000
10 be applied to the publication of & book whioh he had
written entitled * Etbies of the Future,” the profite from
the sale of the book to be divided between certaln of big
hetrs aud the Notlonal Hospital of 8t. John the Evangss ]
{at 6t Oxford. A first edition of GO0 coples was printed Y
in 1570, st a cost of £400, but iu the tiret year ouly
tweniy-one coples were sold aud sivoe then only s singid
copy hns beon disposed of. Manifestly thers was nd
chanee for & divislon of prodta, and it seemed so uhaurd
to Liold the money for application under the trust thel
the nelrs pluoked up courage to ask the courts for the

remaipivg £1,600, and, what s more surprising, they A
ot ft. but the grostest surprise of all was that i

rustens of Lie hospital gave & practical Hlastrailca

tue * Ethios of tho Future ” by ufforlug b uppreitivi.

BII‘S-OF CRITICISIL N

Wirar Roxeo Migur Have Doxe.—Here wa
have onc of Mra Kotble's sulitusts. Homeo's Ls sald 10
be Ltho love of sentiwent, wnd Jallet's tha of passiots
To us Lhts seems o distinetion without & difereace. Thal
love ts ofien deepest nmd SLEolLesL winel makes no vile
wistid algn, which 18 contout to sufler, to work, nay, te u
v fta oljent. But the love of sentlimeat
Passion boelra s fiavli 10 ateh words and acle me are ree
corded both of Rowmeo sna Juliet ~ We are not at il surd
thut if lumeo were to marcy Juliet, and live, say, i
WHortford s, Mayfuly, he would not be found L
mouths afier marcise playing billineds st his elub, ;
stesd of siariug Lis wife's cowmpauy.—{ Ihe speol ator

forgotien

Mg, Proupe's CArerr.—Successful, and des
servedly sucesssful, as Mr. Froude has boon, and cbsims
jugly o4 he can wille on any subject tsi be losed 'n.
w{u up, bie ls nevertlicless a couspieiois instanoe o "
wun of moeh tulent aud soms genius who a8 milsaken
hiis vocation, Iis eyniolaw, bis bidernoss, iis l-'.m
Litred ol soue Lhings at whioh he is never wousy of ¥
tng, libs want of delignt in suyibiug, botray & nmrﬂtl
on fis 0w part that Lls careor 14 8 Catiare. b ..l
only boen called to the dar early enougi he Illl-lld 'l:
spocdily earned & reputation as the wuet wkilful sd¥
Oule o{ his time—an wdvoeste whoso atraond
fuculty of dolug wounders for hls ellenta is none the lu:
noticeatile booatise of bils (neapacity 1o slt ia the place
Judgmeont.—| lbe Athomeam.

.
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grrr's Prorures.—In all Mr
qu}::sn’unlm 18 G0 BILOGAY BOILO o idea, to g
torias of colur snd foru cortala houghte and e - H
i that his ﬂoudf:f “'m :n;:l:: =I’ .:;t‘ 3

[ hoat, we
mmr::::u g %m-s thr‘{nl::l:bh;'l reauite :;‘

y T "y
wlo‘nw:;; nuwr:u 1a o 33': tho possible tauliiuess
s ounoception, and the :smuu‘l:d dunhu:l:u lin :h:“ e

that couception was wrough! " ﬁ
g 'm:? the w::l un it stauds ) Sunply that
thie whois range of wodern wrt,
with whie baok to
liasters. s wol &

renders Africa aud
. 'm,ﬁ'm'wwuu nos ol il

world ovEr
theao wu:t not ":ﬁ' L.
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